Megadevastation A
human crisis has engulfed
Haiti since last week’s 7.0
earthquake that killed an
estimated 200,000 and left
more homeless and without
shelter or sustenance.

(See Pages Nine & 20)
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Meridian Valley shelter needs
a few good volunteers for dogs

MERIDIAN — “We need volunteers to take care of the dogs
as well as help to find homes for the stray or abandoned dogs,”
said Connie Petersen of the Meridian Valley Humane Society, where V
the shelter houses approximately two dozen forlorn friends at a
time. Last Tuesday, she presented certificates of appreciation and
bracelets to four volunteers who are retiring after 15 years of =
service. - E

(SeeMeridian animal shelter needs volunteerson P. 5) 3
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Eagle City Hall at 660 E. Civic Lane is leased to the City by the builder on land the City owns.

Eagle will take public comments on new
City Hall Resolution 10-05 on Jan. 26th

From left , Gene (holding OMopsy,O a one-year-old mixed breed)
and Angie Bickley (holding OPhoebe, 0 a seven-year-old Yorshire
terrier), Alicia and John Mudry and a dog awaiting adoption

in cage, far right .

First Book-Treasure Valley
provides 3,900 new kids tome

BOISE — First Book-Treasure Valley will enable 3,900 new
books to be given to five literacy programs that serve the Treasure
Valley’s children in need.

Programs include WICAP Head Start, Learning Lab, Armoral
Tuttle Public Library and Boise School District. Each child will
receive a total of four books, which enables the children to start
their own home libraries they can share with their siblings and
families. They will also receive a bookplate on which to place their
names celebrating the importance of book ownership.

“The book grant we received from First Book-Treasure Valley
will enable our program to provide new books every month to each
child that we serve,” stated Talya Nay, Director of Armoral Tuttle
Library. “The children’s faces light up when they discover they
can keep these books and take them home to read over and over
again with their siblings and families.”

First Book-Treasure Valley is part of First Book’s national
network of volunteer-led advisory boards that provide new books
to children in need in communities across the country. These book
grants were made possible through local fundraising efforts and
grants from organizations like the Key Bank Foundation and
Whittenberger Foundation. (See First Book on Page Three)

Maria Suarez and daughter Criztabella enjoy reading time.

EAGLE — Residents are
invited to share their thoughts
with elected officials about
proposed Resolution No. 10-05
establishing a new City Hall
Options Task Force at the next
City Council meeting on
Tuesday, January 26th at 6:30
p-m.

Mayor Phil Bandy and the
City Council on a split 3-2 vote
on January 12th approved 12 of
25 applicants to serve on the task

S)rce “to gather information and

advise the Mayor and City
Council of options regarding the
lease and possible acquisition of
the City Hall,” according to the
proposed resolution, which is

Downtown Meridian

printed in its entirety on Page 17
of this issue, at no cost to the
City of Eagle. A reporter’s
rendition of the January 12th
meeting, at which the applicants
and their approval became very
contentious, is on Page Nine of
this issue, based on an audio CD
purchased from the City as the
reporter was not present during
the meeting.

The applicants by consensus
are highly qualified to serve.
Among the issues splitting coun-
cil votes are whether the mayor
may vote on his own nominees
and predetermine the chairper-
son, in this case former Council-
woman Jeanne Jackson-Heim;

and the need for a resolution at
all. Councilman Al Shoushtarian
said at the January 12th meeting
that last year’s City Communi-
cations Task Force was formed,
operated and disbanded without
aresolution.

The City is paying $240,000
annually to lease the City Hall.
Among the options the task
force will examine are whether
the City should purchase the
building or find and lease or buy
space elsewhere in Eagle. Note
that on January 26th, “the public
will have an opportunity to make
comment on the resolution, not
the task force members,” said
City Clerk Sharon Bergmann.
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Ground Floor powered by Venga\Works?

IdahoOs newest smart connected workspace opens its Doors on January 2

MERIDIAN — The Ground
Floor powered by VengaWorks,
a smart connected workspace
for Idaho entrepreneurs, will
open its doors on Wednesday,
January 20th in Downtown
Meridian.

The Ground Floor is a
project of the Meridian Develop-
ment Corporation (MDC), the
urban renewal agency for
Downtown. The new flexible
workspace is in an historic
building at 136 E. Idaho Avenue
and offers emerging businesses
an economical way to take their
work to the next level.

“As we begin the New Year
and look forward to new
opportunities for our Downtown,
we’re thrilled to open the doors
on The Ground Floor,” said Craig
Slocum, MDC Board chairman.
“As with Destination Downtown,
our ongoing master plan process,
we’re taking steps to ensure

Downtown Meridian is a
sustainable destination for our
citizens to live, work, play and
innovate.”

Using VengaWorks as the
managing organization will
expand The Ground Floor’s
resources and capabilities by
adding it to a larger network of
VengaWorks locations being
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The Ground Floor at 136 E.

developed throughout the
Treasure Valley. Given its central
location, The Ground Floor is set
to become a key entrepreneurial
destination, hosting business
seminars, providing gathering
space for local organizations, and
acting as a hub for events that
enhance Downtown Meridian’s
innovative culture.
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Idaho Avenue.



